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Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
7 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. * Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. James 1:2-4 (NIV)

You see, I refined you, but not in the same way silver is refined. I tested you in the
furnace of affliction. Isaiah 48:10 (EHV)

The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, But the Lord tests hearts.
Proverbs 17:3 (NASB)

GOD TEMPERS MY FAITH WHEN, LIKE ABRAHAM, | FACE...

TEST #1: —(The “ » Test)

This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep:
Every male among you shall be circumcised. "' You are to undergo circumcision, and it will
be the sign of the covenant between me and you. > For the generations to come every male
among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your
household or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring..."*
Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his
people; he has broken my covenant...” ** Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was
circumcised, > and his son Ishmael was thirteen...Genesis 17:10-12, 14, 24-25 (NIV)

In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your
whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, " having been
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the
working of God, who raised him from the dead. Colossians 2:11-12 (NIV)

e Faith even when God’s commands are

Jesus looked at him and loved him. ““One thing you lack,” he said. ““Go, sell everything you have and
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” Mark 10:21 (NIV)

TEST #2: —(The © » Test)

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance,
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. Hebrews 11:8 (NIV)

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household
to the land I will show you. > “I'will make you into a great nation, and I'will bless you; I'will make
your name great, andyouwill be a blessing. > Iwill bless those who bless you, and whoever curses
you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. ” Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV)

e God calls me away from the to make me more

TEST #3: —(The “ ” Test)
By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. "’ For he was looking
forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. Hebrews 11:9-10 (NIV)

e My time is God’s time.
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand
years arelike aday. ° The Lovdis not slow in keeping his promiise, as some understand slowness. Instead he
is patient withyou, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:89 (NIV)
Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength, They will mount up with wings like eagles,
they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary. Isaiah 40:31 (NASB)

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIV)

TEST #4: —(The “ ” Test)
And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children
because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. * And so from this
one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the
sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. Hebrews 11:11-12 (NIV)

Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had
been said to him, “‘So shall your offspring be.” ** Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that
his bodywas as good as dead—since he was about a hundredyears old—and that Sarah’s womb was
also dead. ” Yet he didnotwaver through unbeliefregarding the promise of God, but was strengthened
in his faith and gave glory to God, *' being filly persuaded that God had power to do what he had
promised. ** This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” > The words “it was credited to
him” were written not for him alone, * but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lovd from the dead. Romans 4:18-24 (NIV)

e My are God’s

TEST #5: —(The “ ” Test)

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here [ am,” he replied. 2 Then
God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moviah.
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”” Genesis 22:1-2 (NIV)

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the
promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, ™ even though God had said to him, “Itis through
Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” " Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead,
and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. Hebrews 11:17-19 (NIV)

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,”” he said. ““Do not do anything to him. Now 1 know that you fear God,
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” * Abraham looked up and there in a
thicket he saw aramcaught by its horns. Hewent over andtook the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering
instead of his son. ™ So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. Genesis 22:12-14a (NIV)

¢ Isaac was spared by a .l was spared by a
% So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, ¥ for all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. * There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave
nor fiee, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. Galatians 3:26-29 (NIV)



